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COMMITTED TO COMMUNITY
 The Chicago Community Trust is a community foundation 
dedicated to improving our region through strategic grant making, 
civic engagement and inspiring philanthropy. We are here to serve 
the nonprofit organizations, the generous donors and the thoughtful 
residents who strive to make a difference, helping their bold vision 
create lasting community change. We work with a number of 
partnerships and initiatives to accomplish this work.
 As businesses, local governments, and organizations strive to 
solve pressing challenges, the Trust brings these key actors together 
to spur necessary collaboration. Working together, connecting 
thoughtful donors with smart solutions, we leverage collective 
knowledge, creativity and resources for a greater impact than any 
of us can make alone.
 As the Trust begins our next century of service, our 
commitment is to the individuals working tirelessly to make our 
community stronger, healthier and more vibrant every day.  Our 
new strategic plan defines three ideals for the work ahead: inspiring 
philanthropy, engaging residents and leading change on the biggest 
issues facing our region.       http://www.cct.org
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(subject to change and in no particular order) 
 
Secret Dream
Maria Christina
The Beauty Around Us
Se Acaso Você Chegasse
Guajira en Las Pampas
Elegua/Rumba Chevere
Dolphin Dance
Pucho’s Pretzel
Aguas Quietas/Ravinia Merengue
Dolphin Dance
Telegram of Love
El Cojo
Tango Para Mi Padre
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“Made In Chcago” 
series has been provided by 
Special Thanks to
 On November 21 at 8 p.m., the Center for Performing Arts will be ‘en fuego’ when 
composer, virtuoso pianist and master harmonica player, Howard Levy, and his long-time comrades 
in the Latin/jazz/funk/blues band, Chévere de Chicago, take the stage for a night filled with Latin 
inspiration. The band will also welcome special guest Gammy-nominated Trumpeter, Victor Garcia 
(of CALJE, Chicago Afro-Latin Jazz Ensemble).
 What does Chévere (SHEH-ver-ay) mean? It’s an expression that means everything’s 
OK. Everything’s fine, awesome, the best…Everything’s cool. And so they are.
 Chévere de Chicago is one of Chicago’s hottest bands.  As Chicago’s leading Latin/Jazz/
Funk/Blues Band, Chévere mixes Afro-Cuban, Brazilian, Jazz, Blues, and just about everything else 
together into an exciting and unique collage of sound. Characterized by high voltage percussion 
and compelling original compositions, Chévere has performed in and around Chicago and the 
Midwest for more than 30 years.
 Band members include Alejo Poveda (Drums, percussion & leader), Howard Levy (Piano, 
harmonica, & music director), Ruben Alvarez (Timbales, percussion, drums & vocal), Chris “Chicago 
Hambone” Cameron (Hammond B-3 Organ, Fender Rhodes, Moog & keyboards), Ernie Denov 
(Guitar), Steve Eisen (Saxes, flute, & percussion), Eric Hochberg (Bass & vocal), Joe Rendon 
(Congas, percussion & vocal).
“Remarkably aggressive!” “Chevere represents an alluring variation on the fundamentals of latin 
jazz…like no other ensemble.”          ~ Howard Reich, Chicago Tribune 
“Chevere has been among the most explosively exciting bands in the Midwest… Don’t worry about 
finding a seat; even if you do, Chevere won’t let you sit still anyway.”   ~ Neil Tesser, Chicago Reader
 Alejo Poveda  (Drums, percussion & leader)  Founder and leader 
of the band, Alejo is from Costa Rica. He toured extensively in South and 
Central America before moving to Chicago in the 1970s. He founded 
Chévere as a percussion ensemble in 1977. 
 Howard Levy (Piano, harmonica, & music director)  Howard 
joined Chévere in 1979. He is most well known for his work with Bela 
Fleck and The Flecktones, Kenny Loggins, Paquito D’Rivera, Trio Globo, 
etc. Howard, a Grammy Award Winner and 2-time Nominee, has had a 
life long passion for Afro-Cuban and Brazilian music.
 Ruben Alvarez (Timbales, percussion, drums & vocal)  In addition 
to his electrifying playing, Ruben is also a noted Latin Music educator 
who has traveled to Cuba many times to deepen his knowledge of Afro-
Cuban music and culture. He currently has a band with Chuchito Valdes, 
son of the great Cuban pianist Chucho Valdes. He is also a bandleader 
and has toured with many top artists.
 Chris “Chicago Hambone” Cameron (Hammond B-3 Organ, 
Fender Rhodes, Moog & keyboards)  Chris, one of Chicago’s leading 
studio keyboard players, brings his mastery of the electric keyboards, 
great sense of humor, and a dynamic, bluesy solo style to the mix of 
Chévere. Chris also produces and records with Sonia Dada.
 Ernie Denov (Guitar)  Ernie composes some of Chévere’s best 
loved tunes. He has been one of Chicago’s top guitarists for many years, 
performing with many Chicago groups and leading his own bands as well. 
Currently, Ernie is also a member Lt. Dan Band, along with Gary Sinise 
and Kimo Williams.
 Steve Eisen (Saxes, flute, & percussion)  Steve, an original 
member of Chévere, is one of the leading sax players in the midwest. 
For years he has played and recorded with many of the music industry’s 
top artists.
 Eric Hochberg (Bass & vocal) One of Chicago’s most in demand 
musicians, Eric has toured internationally with the Lyle Mays Quartet, the 
Terry Callier Group, Ken Nordine’s Word Jazz, the Kurt Elling Quartet, and 
the Paul Wertico Trio, among others. He is also a bandleader, producer, 
singer, trumpeter, and composer.
 Joe Rendon (Congas, percussion & vocal)  The leading congero 
in Chicago, Joe brings his deep knowledge of traditional Afro-Cuban 
percussion and chants as well as his virtuosity and ability to adapt the 
congas to any style of music. Joe has performed with Paquito D’Rivera, 
Andy Montanez, Irakere, and many other Latin artists.
 Victor Garcia (Special Guest - Trumpet and fluglehorn)  Victor Garcia 
has been performing with his group, CALJE, and freelancing in Chicago 
and beyond for the past 10 years.  He has had the opportunity to play 
with a multitude of artists from a wide variety of genres, such as Aretha 
Franklin, Arturo Sandoval, Spoon, Victor Manuelle, Nicholas Payton, La 
India, Fred Hersch, the Temptations, Steve Turre, Tito Puente, Jr., Paquito 
d'Rivera, Randy Brecker, and a multitude of others.  His travels have taken 
him to Europe, Central America, and South America.  In addition, he has 
recorded dozens of albums, two of which garnered Grammy nominations 
in 2005 (Angel Melendez & the 911 Mambo Orchestra) and 2008 (Sones de 
Mexico), and one which was nominated for a Latin Grammy in 2007 (Sones 
de Mexico). Victor also maintains a busy teaching schedule at the Music 
Institute of Chicago, Loyola University, Roosevelt University and University 
of Illinois at Chicago.
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